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Robert Burns Factsheet

With careless step | onward strayed,
My heart rejoiced in Nature's joy,
When musing in a lonely glade,

A maiden fair | chanced to spy.
Her look was like the Morning's eye,
Her air like Nature's vernal smile.
Perfection whispered, passing by:-
' Behold the lass of Ballochmyle!

» Burns was born in Alloway, Ayrshire, January 25, 1759.

» He was the eldest of seven children born to William Burness, a struggling
tenant farmer, and his wife, Agnes Broun.

* Arduous farm work and undernourishment in his youth permanently
damaged his health, leading to the rheumatic heart disease from which
he eventually died.

» Several of his early poems, notably "Holy Willie's Prayer," satirized local
ecclesiastical squabbles and attacked Calvinist theology, bringing him into
conflict with the church.

» Burns further angered church authorities by having several indiscreet
love affairs.

» Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect was published on July 31 in Kilmarnock
in an edition of 600 copies, and was an immediate success.

* He moved in the autumn of 1786 to Edinburgh.

« While Burns was in Edinburgh, he successfully published a second,
3000-copy edition of poems (1787).

» He had two sets of twins — sadly, the second set of twins died.
somewhat later.
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» Burns and Jean Armour were married, (officially on 5 August 1788, though
there are reports of an earlier, ‘irregular’, marriage) after the births of the twins.

* The Lass of Ballochmyle, about whom Burns wrote a song, shunned Burns.
Wilhelmina Alexander, the Bonnie Lass and the daughter of the owner of
Ballochmyle Estate was walking along the banks of the river Ayr, when Burns
saw her and wrote the song. He did not know her personally but knew who
she was. He sent the song to her, with a letter explaining how it had come to
be written, but she did not even acknowledge receipt of it. Later on, after his
death and when he was being hailed as Scotland's National Bard, she not
only erected a memorial grotto on the spot where the poet had espied her but
had the song framed and hung on the wall of her dining room. She then
exhibited the song with pride on any occasions she could.

* Robert Burns died, July 21 1796, at the age of 37.

* To date there are Burns Memorials in Edinburgh, Ayr, Kilmarnock, Dundee,
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Stirling, London, New Zealand, Canada, Australia, and
the United States.

« His great song of parting, 'Auld Lang Syne' is arguably the most widely sung
song in the world, while 'A Man's a Man' is regarded today as the great hymn
of universal brotherhood. Many of his lines, from 'The best laid schemes o
mice an men'... to... 'man's inhumanity to man', have passed into every day
language.
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